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PNWCC 2014 Officers and Representatives 

President Glenn Wiest 206-938-3002 president@pnwcc.com 

Vice President Jean Krehbiel 206-359-2700 vicepresident@pnwcc.com 

Secretary Kim Mejer 253-535-0307 secretary@pmwcc.com 

Treasurer Mike Mejer 253-535-0307 treasurer@pnwcc.com 

Activities Director 
Larry DeCamp 

Dale Krehbiel 

206-427-4674 

206-359-2700 
activities@pnwcc.com 

Charitable Events OPEN  charitable@pnwcc.com 

All Chevy Show 2014 
Sam Besser 

James Nance 
425-670-0185 
206-715-1204 

acs@pnwcc.com 

2014 NW GM 
Nationals 

Larry DeCamp       
Don Berry 

206-427-4674 
360-805-9611 

 

All Chevy Show 2015 
Robert Copeland 
Jon Nidermayer 

206-234-1102 
360-412-0994 

acs@pnwcc.com 

Car Club Challenge Mike Cox 425-481-6777 carclubchallenge@pnwcc.com 

Historian Barbara DeCamp 206-427-4674 historian@pnwcc.com 

Webmaster Robert Copeland 206-234-1102 webmaster@pnwcc.com 

 

SPONSORS Offering Member Discounts – Please note changes and additions 
SUNSET CHEVROLET 
Bruce Douglas 
253-863-8221 
910 Traffic Ave. 
Sumner, WA 98390 
GM parts 20% over cost 

 D&L RESTORATIONS, INC. 
Louie Cohn 
425-259-8151 
2626 119th ST SW 
EVERETT, WA  98201 
Www.RestoreYourCar.com 
 

Ricks Camaros 
1-800-359-7717 
Customer Number: 
10193534 
Discount on selected parts 
MUST CALL TO ORDER 

LEE JOHNSON CHEVROLET 
800-877-9016 
11845 NE 85th 
Kirkland, WA 98033 
20% off selected parts 

GOOD CHEVROLET 
Brian Ainsworth 
425-235-2030 
325 SW 12th Street 
Renton, WA 98055 
Ask for Dick for best price 

FRIENDLY CHEVROLET 
Rusty Smith 
253-838-7600 
400 River Road 
Puyallup, WA 98371 
15% off selected GM parts 

BURIEN CHEVROLET 
Ed Donovan 
206-243-5800 
14400 1st Ave. S. 
Seattle, WA 98168 
20% off selected parts 

Bill pierre chevrolet  
Bud Guydete 
11323 Lake City Way NE 
Seattle, WA 98125 
(866) 660-9187 
15% off GM parts 

JET CHEVROLET 
253-838-7600 
Steve Paul or Walt 
35700 Enchanted Parkway S. 
Federal Way, WA 98003 
15% off selected parts 

TITUS-WILL CHEVROLET 
2425 Carriage Loop SW 
800-594-2957 
Olympia, WA 98502 
Show membership card for 
10% off selected parts and services 

Evergreen Muscle Car Supply 
Bob Everett 
1502 #5 15tSt NW Auburn 
253 735-2402 
Auburn, WA. 98001 
Discount varies 

 

Note: You must call Ricks Camaros and use the customer ID listed. Make sure you specify your 
address for shipping or your parts are going to Mike M’s house! 
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A word from the President  
 
 

 As I write this letter this time, I am looking over my last almost two years as president of this great 
Club, and the fact that I have had a good time and have seen a lot of great events come and go, with one big 
event yet to come, this being the Northwest GM Nationals on the 13th of this month.   
 As many of you already know my wife Vicki and I have purchased a home in southwestern Washington 
in a town located on the Columbia River on Highway 4 (SR-4) between Longview and Long Beach in a little 
town called Skamokawa.  For those attending the “Rod Run to the End of the World" and if they use SR-4 they 
will pass right by our new "old" home.  It is on the right just pass the 35 mile speed limit sign.  And yes the 
entering and leaving sign are virtually on the same post.  My Great Granddad settled there in the late 1890s, 
my Granddad was born and raised there as was my Dad, I lived there until 1962, at which time I moved to 
Seattle to live with my Grandmother after my parents passing.  I still have relatives and some great friends 
down there, and my wife also likes the area, and we both feel that Seattle with all of its changes is no longer a 
place we can call home. 
 At the last meeting that was held at Robert and Lisa Copeland cabin after the Club Cruise to Crystal 
mountain, I announced my resignation as president of the Pacific Northwest Camaro Club, and this is a repeat 
of that announcement.  Jean Krehbiel our Vice President will be taking over my, along, with her duties, for the 
remainder of the year.  The activities of getting one old house ready for sale, moving, and getting another old 
house ready to live in has just been much greater than I anticipated, and now about 100% of my time is taken 
up by that activity, hence the reason for having to step down, however, I will still be involved with the NW GM 
Nationals. 
 That said, I have been blessed to be President of one of the greatest clubs to ever exist, and I owe that 
thanks to ALL of you, our club members, and a great Staff and Board of Directors.  All of our meetings, 
activities, shows, rallies and cruises, have all come off with nary a glitch, and I am very grateful and thankful for 
each and every leader and the member s who supported all of the activities of this club who worked hard and 
long to make all aspects of this club successful.   You are a great team, thank you very much for letting me be 
your leader for what seams such a short time. 
 
Thank all of you so very much. 
Glenn and Vicki Wiest 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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The Heartbeat of the Northwest is the official publication of the Pacific Northwest Camaro 
Club and is provided bimonthly to active members. Distribution is also provided, by the 
direction of the Club President, to other individuals, clubs, and/or commercial enterprises. 
The Pacific Northwest Camaro Club is a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation and enjoyment of the Chevrolet Camaro, and no person shall be denied 
membership because of age, sex, race, or religion. 
 

 

Are you receiving an electronic copy of the newsletter? We’re still working out the kinks, but if your 

name is on the President’s email list you will receive the electronic newsletter with color pictures 

and live hyperlinks.  If you don’t get the online version and you want it, email “add me to your 

email list” to president@pnwcc.com and you will get both.  If you decide you no longer need the 
hard copy version, send a separate email to the president saying “no more hard copy for me!”.  

Newsletter publishing and mailing is one of our club’s biggest expenses, and you can help the club 

save a few bucks if you opt out of the hard copy. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Corner 

Store Manager Robert Copeland has a number of 
club items for sale, including: 
T shirt, club logo on the front, 5 generations on 
back: 
Short sleeve in black or ash - $10.00 
Long sleeve in black or ash - $15.00 
PNWCC window cling - $2.00 
PNWCC pin or patch - $3.00 
 

 
 

PNWCC Club Gear – Taking Orders for New 2013 Design as well as 2012 Design  
We still have a few tee shirts left with the new 2013 design as well as 2012 design.  The new 2013 PNWCC 
shirt design consists of the front view of all five generations (white design on black T shirt).  You can also order 
last year’s design (profile of all five generations), black design on white T shirt.  Ball caps with the PNWCC logo 
are also available.  Contact Robert Copeland for ordering information at storemanager@pnwcc.com 
 

 
Interesting links 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqkyWhVBSKU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgDj1V4NIFg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2Y4s8KMVHA 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACWMbeXd31s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCutLTuIqOo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bT6txm4RpA 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1_KfPM6apI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fh8wpC_-AQU 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kb0b4XGDd5U 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IGVlwrrSRk 
http://www.popularhotrodding.com/enginemasters/articles/chevrolet/smallblock/0509em_assembly/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61NYt8iE74Y 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XruGkdrdoKs 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJXxbdIR7z0 
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Articles and Activities: 

  2014 NW GM Nationals 

The NW GM Nationals team has completed all the work necessary in preparation for the big show on 

September 13that Pacific Raceways. We owe many thanks to Larry DeCamp for his hard work, leadership and 

effort to make this show successful. Larry is not the only club member who has dedicated their time to create 

what we hope to be an amazing event. Don Berry, Kim and Mike Mejer, our Prez Glenn Weist, Robert Copeland 

and I have all contributed. 

 

This is going to be a very special show and will feature multi class racing along with the car show which will be 

open to all GM brands, past and present.  The car show will be held in the paved area between the racing pit 

area and the entrance gate and the area will be clean. Some people I have talked to can remember how dirty 

the car shows were that Super Chevy held here years ago and expressed concern about that. 

  

We do need additional day of show help with parking and 

judging so please come out and show your Camaro, watch 

some racing and lend a hand to help make the first GM NW 

Nationals a big success. 

And if you did not know, you can run your car that is entered 

in the show down the race track for one pass for $5.00. 

 

Now that is a great deal, 

for $5.00 you can beat on 

your show car and see 

how fast it is in the ¼ 

mile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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2014 All Chevy and Camaro Show: 

     

Joe Karuza arrives in his 502 powered Impala SS 

 

It was a perfect warm summer morning, the kind of 

morning that you just know precludes a glorious July day.  

The sun was just rising as I stood out on Gilman 

Boulevard with Mike Cox. We watched the Chevrolets 

arrive in waves, rumbling along the strip exuding that 

uniquely American syncopated rhythmic sound of big 

cammed, high compression engines that exhaust through 

mufflers that just barely accomplish the task for which 

they are named. Yes, it was going to be a perfect day, a 

perfect day for the 2014 All Chevy and Camaro Show. 

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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  This 69 Z/28 was the Sunset Chevrolet selection for their Favorite Camaro award 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Wild over the top 5th Gen custom stopped on Gilmnan Blvd to show the doors 

  

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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Paul Raidnas 63 

409 SS Impala. 

Paul brought 

both his 409 cars 

to this years 

show and both 

were awarded. 

The 63 was also  

a class winner at 

this years 

Concourse 

D’Elegance in 

Lynwood. 

 

 

 

 

The club 

president Glenn 

Weiss won the 

class award for 

his C5 Corvette.  

Glenn said this 

was the first 

award he has 

won. 

Congratulations 

to Glenn! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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It’s a family affair, Here is Paul Raidna and his son 

accepting the award for his 63 Impala SS. 

I have seen Paul and his son at severa car shows. I think 

they both enjoy the shows equally and Paul is a very proud 

dad. 

Next year Paul says he will be showing his 1970 L/78 Nova 

SS. I have not seen this car but knowing Paul and the 

quality of his 409 cars I am certain the L/78 will be another 

show winner. 

 

Message from 2014 Show Direcor Sam Besser: 

Sunday July 6 was the date this year for our annual show at the XXX Root Beer Drive-In.  It was a beautiful clear 

day for a car show, with temperatures reaching the mid-eighties.  We had 150 cars registered for the show, 

and many more parked in the side lots around the XXX, as we have every year.  Counting both participants and 

spectators, there were probably 500 folks there to enjoy the show throughout the day. 

This year we were able to present 50 trophies and awards, thanks to generous support from Sunset 

Chevrolet.  Special thanks to Joe Karuza from Sunset who assisted us with handing out those awards.  Also 

thanks to Sunset RV for loaning us a motor home to serve as show headquarters.  And we had a very successful 

raffle table with generous donations from a number of sponsors! 

We would like to thank all our task leaders for making this show a success; Chris Berry (gate and emcee 

assistant), Jean Krehbiel and Barbara DeCamp (registration), Larry DeCamp and Mike Montgomery (goody 

bags), Don Berry (parking and emcee), Debbie Montgomery and Cindee Goodwin (raffle and club booth), 

Robert Copeland and Mike Montgomery (judging and tabulation), Maggie and Gary Gregory (motor home 

transportation), and Mike Cox and Marc Goodwin (Saturday rally).  Thanks also to our wives Sue and Sarah for 

their support throughout the whole process.  And finally, thanks to all those who volunteered to help day of 

show with everything from parking to cleanup.  Without you all we could not put on this show! 

 

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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2014 Best Of Show – Chevrolet Winner 

 

2014 Best of Show – Camaro Winner 

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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Issaquah XXX NW Muscle Car Show    

We have had the NW Muscle Car show on the 

PNWCC calendar for the past 4 years yet I have not 

seen any club members at this great event. 

Although I have been at this show many times, I 

have always been the only club member in 

attendance. Not this year though! 

I usually get up early and am one of the first to 

show up. Not this year though. As I looked into the 

parking area as I arrived I saw Bruce Mercer gently 

massaging his beautiful red 67. 

(covered in My Back Pages in this issue) 

Car shows are fun and what is even more fun is to  

     have friends from the club there with you. 

 

Camaros, Chevelles, Novas, Roadrunners, Chargers, AMX, Gran Sports, Corvettes, 442s, Mustangs and  more 

can be seen. This show is put on by the GTO Legends club so there are also many, many GTOs to be on display. 

This is a great show put on by one of the great North West car clubs. Watch for it next year and put it on your 

calendar. You would not be dissapointed. 

          Your editor convincing a fellow GM owner to bring his car to the NW GM Nationals 

Photo by Bruce Mercer 

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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The 6th-Gen 2016 Chevrolet Camaro 
In the last newsletter I included a story that speculated that the next Generation Camaro would draw 

influences from the 2nd generation car. As is often the case the speculation appears to be wrong. 

Here is an article from Road and Track that includes spy photos of the new car being tested. 

 

Engineers are already busy whipping the 2016 Chevrolet Camaro around a test track. Spy photographers 

caught what looks to be a Camaro SS or ZL1 sneaking around under heavy camouflage. The new car will 

abandon the bulky Zeta chassis of the current model in favor of the lighter, more rigid Alpha platform currently 

at work in the Cadillac ATS and CTS. Both of those cars are brilliant to drive. 

 
Massive hood vents and quad exhaust tips identify the car in these photos as a high-performance model, 

possibly a ZL1. If General Motors is already road-testing high-output trims, there’s a good chance buyers won’t 

have to wait very long for aggressive models to show up at the local dealership when the sixth-gen Camaro 

launches in 2015. 

 

Styling’s still a mystery with the camo in place, but it looks like we can expect shorter overhangs front and rear 

as well as a more rounded tail. Look for the usual compliment of V8 and V6 engines to show up under the hood, 

though GM may experiment with a turbo V6 and I4 for the car’s sixth generation 

 

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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Hot Rodding 

I was attending a car show with a friend recently. He has a real nice 67 Chevelle but his car was nowhere to be 

seen. Puzzled and after a short greeting I could tell that something was not right with him. I asked where his 

car was and then he told me a problem had developed with it. He said that somehow the differential had 

shifted to the side and he had a tire rubbing on the fender. It had just happened and he had looked at it but 

did not have the time yet to figure out what went wrong. He was disappointed and really sad that he had to 

leave his car home. He had that problematic look of anxiety that car problems can bring out! 

I could feel and understand the pain. Hot rodding is a mixture of joy, sadness and sometimes madness. I looked 

at him and said, “hot rodding, greatest happiness, greatest heartache. He looked at me as if a revelation had 

just occurred and he said damn, you’re right.  

To some hot rodding offers the great pleasure and also real heartache and disappointment. Everyone who has 

worked on their car knows the feeling. Something will not fit, something is wrong or something just will not go 

together and the solution is not known.  

Once I had my car apart and on reassembly I put in a new clutch. I had a difficult time getting the transmission 

to line up with the pilot bearing but eventually I finished the installation. I had carefully torqued the pressure 

plate bolts in the correct sequence but when I depressed and released the clutch pedal the pedal did not 

return. When I removed the clutch it was apparent the pressure plate was defective. It was on a Sunday and I 

wanted to get the car back together so I went and got a premium NAPA clutch assembly. I put the car back 

together and the installation went in with no troubles but when I started the engine I now had a vibration. 

“Greatest heartache”, now a major bummer mood had set in. I shut off the garage light went inside and called 

my dad. He said “take it apart again”!  So the next day I was back in the garage and pulled the clutch assembly 

out.  

I returned the NAPA clutch and ordered a new Centerforce assembly. When I put the 3rd new clutch in and 

started the car the problem was solved, “greatest joy”. I know my friend will get his differential in its proper 

location and be smiling again. You all know the feeling  
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    2014 Snoqualmie Railroad Days 

The Legends car club put on another great show in the town of Snoqualmie on August 17th. The show is part of 

the Snoqualmie Railroad Days Festival which celebrates the railroad and logging history of the town of 

Snoqualmie. The festival includes: 

*Train Rides 

*A Grand Parade 

*Fun Runs 

*Stages with entertainment 

*The Legends Car Club Show  

*Wine and Beer Gardens– The Snoqualmie Brewery is within a 200 yards of the show 

*Historic Logging Equipment Demonstrations 

Last year Larry DeCamp’s customized 69 convertible won the Best of Show award and my 69 won Best of Show 

in 2012. To win this award at a Legends show is a very special occurrence since they attract many high end 

highly customized street rods each year and they judge the show meticulously. Bruce Mercer’s 67 won best 

GM this year. The Legends put 

on a great event and evidently 

really like Camaros. This is a 

great show to either enter or 

attend as a spectator. Live 

music, beer, great cars, live 

music and you can watch the 

antique rail cars passing by 

every 30 minutes spewing 

steam and blowing their 

raucous whistle. 

Larry’s 69 photographed 

during judging at last year’s 

show. No, those people are 

not the judges! 

 

Each year the Legends invite 

the previous year’s Best of 

Show winner to display their 

car in front of the club’s 

show management area. 

You can see the vendor area 

in the back of the picture 

and the historic train station 

is to the left. 

 

http://www.pnwcc.com/
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History of the Camaro Second Generation - 1970-1981 

 1970 

The second generation Camaro was introduced the spring of 1970 It shared the sub-frame/semi-unitized body 

design from the first generation Camaros but almost every part was new. The new body was sleek with more 

slope toward the rear. Also like the first generation cars, the front end treatment was distinctively different 

based on whether or not the Rally Sport package was ordered. The 2nd generation Z-28 came with a 350 engine 

that was rated at 360 horsepower. The SS Camaro offered the same engine options as the previous car. The 

convertible was discontinued for the second generation. 124,901 1970 Camaros were produced in 1970. 

1971 

While the '71 Camaro was considered a "carry-over" due to a short 1970 1/2 build, there were some 

differences, from wheel trim to exterior and interior colors. A new seat design featured high back buckets. 

Horsepower ratings were changed in 1971 from "gross" to "net" and with diminished performance and 

emphasis on reducing emissions compression ratios and horsepower dropped.  Production was down to 

114,630 cars and one reason for lower production numbers was due to a long strike at General Motors in the 

fall of 1970. 

1972 

The grilles on the non-Rally Sport models were redesigned with a coarser mesh. Vinyl roof covers had a new 

designed "wet" look. The 1972 Camaros were the last Camaros to offer the big block engines and only 930 

were produced with these engines. This would also be the last year the "SS" option was available for many 

years. Camaro production was reduced to 68,651 due to a 117 day strike at the Norwood Ohio assembly plant. 

When the strike was over nearly 1,100 partially assembled 1972 models were scrapped because they could not 

be brought into compliance with federal 1973 bumper requirements. 

1973 

New for '73 was the "type LT" which offered a more luxurious interior. The "LT" model could be ordered by 

itself or with Rally Sport or Z28 option. This would be the last model year Chevrolet offered the Rally Sport 

option. Power windows became an option late in the '73 production run. The Z/28 engine’s solid lifters were 

replaced by hydraulic lifters. A total of 96,751 Camaros were produced in 1973.   

1974 

A major facelift was in store for the '74 model year (See story in this newsletter) 

1975 

A new wrap-around rear window in 1975 gave better rear visibility. While the Z28 had been discontinued there 

actually was one built! The only 1975 Z/28 was used within the GM corporate fleet and was never sold. It is 

believed that the vehicle was scrapped. Power door locks became an option as did cruise control. The Rally 

Sport option became available late in the year but was primarily a paint and stripe package rather than a 

separate front end treatment like the previous cars. 75 Camaro production was 145,770. 

1976 

Styling for 1976 included new bright aluminum fascia panel for the type LT models between the taillights.  

Simulated leather replaced wood grain on the instrument panel. The optional vinyl roof cover had a new 

appearance in that the cover stopped short of the rear window leaving a painted band between the vinyl top 

and rear window. For the first time in Camaro history, no striping package was available. A total of 182,959 

cars were produced for 1976.  

1977 

The biggest news for Camaro fans was the return of the Z28 during the spring of 1977. The Z28 could not be 

ordered with either the rally sport equipment or with the "LT" trim. However, a special "custom interior" for  
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The Z28 was available. Colors available for the Z28 were limited to black, brown, orange, light red, silver, 

antique white or bright yellow. Production rose to 218,853. 

1978 

the 1978 featured the third and last face-lift for the second generation cars. Body integrated colored bumpers 

gave the front and rear ends a sleek aerodynamic look. This was also the first year for option removable roof 

panels. Production of the 1977 model was 272,631. 

1979 

While exterior styling remained the same, the 79 Camaros received a new instrument panel design. The type 

LT model was replaced with the Berlinetta. The Z28 received changes to the air dam and several modifications 

were made mechanically. A new electric rear window defroster was now available replacing the forced air type 

used previously. This would also be the last year for straight six cylinder engine. Sales of the 1979 model was 

282,571.  

1980 

While styling changes were minimal, the big change concerned engines. For the first time, a V-6 engine was 

available. While 49 states received a new 229ci engine, California received a 231ci engine built by Buick. Z28's 

received a new hood that featured a rear facing hood scoop with an intake door that was solenoid controlled. 

A new design optional aluminum wheel was also available. Production dropped to 152,005. 

1981 

Appearance changes for the last year of the second generation cars were limited to color and trim. At 126,139 

units sold, this was the lowest volume Camaro model since the 1973 model. The Rally Sport model 

disappeared again leaving the Sport coupe, Berlinetta, and Z-28 as the only models. Manual transmissions 

were offered again in California after a 4 year absence. All 1981 Camaros were equipped with Chevrolet's 

"advanced computer command control" for enhanced fuel economy and better drivability. This would be the 

last year for a 3-speed manual transmission. 

 

 

 

 

Good-Guys 2014 captured by David White 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nkCXomoXcXc&feature=em-upload_owner 
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  Robert Copeland’s 67 saturated by the yellow light of sunset 

 

1974 Type LT Z/28 

In 1974 the Camaro underwent many changes including a new facelift, and almost all of the changes were 

driven by new federal safety and emissions standards. The aluminium bumpers introduced in 1974 on the 

front and the back were added to comply with new 5 mph bumper regulations implemented by the 

government.   

It depends on which Camaro fan you talk to as to whether or not this was an improvement for the car.  

Some like it and some do not. I always thought the bumpers have would looked better if they were chrome 

steel rather than aluminum. 

Chevrolet did do a much better styling job complying with the new rules though than many of the other car 

makers. In addition to the front end being redesigned to add the new bumper, the back of the car was updated 

as well and now included a new wrap-around taillights design. The new bumpers also required a redesign of 

the trunk and rear quarter panel.  

Another safety regulation required a new ignition interlock system that required the driver’s seatbelt to be 

fastened before the engine could be started. 1974 was the only year this was implemented and this system 

actually was discontinued later in the production year. 

For 1974 the base 307 engine was dropped and the base V8 became the 350 which produced a pathetic 145 

horsepower. That was an improvement though as it was more powerful than the more pathetic 307’s 115 

horsepower from the previous year. The base six-cylinder was the 250 and it produced a whopping 100 

horsepower. Total production for 1974 was 151,008 which was 50,000 more cars than the 1973 model year. 

The Camaro V8 continued to be the best selling model and 88,243 were produced. The base price for a six-

cylinder was $2,827, and a base V8 ran $3,039. Engine options were cheap then and it had only required an 

additional $90 to upgrade to the V8 which had been a factor in rendering the six-cylinders nearly obsolete. 
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Type LT 

The Luxury Touring Camaro, introduced the previous year, continued to sell well and had a production total of 

48,963 for the year. The LT option added wood grain, additional insulation and restyled seats. 

Z28 

1974 would be the last year of the Z28 or so it seemed at that time. The Camaro has seen more than one 

resurrection. Most likely we all can remember the discontinuation of the Z/28, the SS and then the Camaro 

product! 

 

The Z/28 offered an optional hood with large “Z28” decals. Additionally, the car came with dual sport mirrors, 

a black painted grille and a performance suspension. Total production for the Z/28 was 13,802.  

A Type LT Z/28 can be considered a rare car today as only about 3100 were built and despite the lower 

performance engine this car is increasing in value. 

 

Camaro sales remained high throughout the 1970s, partly because there were no other cars left that could be 

considered “pony” cars. Of the former competition other than the Mustang (which was now the lovely 

Mustang II), the Dodge Challenger, Plymouth Barracuda and the AMC Javelin were all discontinued by the end 

of 1974. That left the Camaro and the Pontiac Firebird as the only pony cars left in production throughout the 

rest of the 70s. These were truly the days of the start of decent into the darkness of American performance 

cars. Oh yes, who can remember the Monza SS, Citation X11, Dodge Shelby Charger…….(there are more)…… 

Former club member Tom Pelzel is an original owner of a 1974 Type LT/Z28. Tom’s Camaro looks exactly like 

the car in this picture. It is super nice and he still owns it. 
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Sturgis Camaro Rally   by Larry DeCamp 

Each year around the end of June a Camaro rally is held in Sturgis South Dakota. Several club members have 

made the trip in past years and had a good time so this year several more of us made the journey. As it is a bit 

of a drive, almost 1200 miles each way, we decided to take in Yellowstone National Park along the way. 

Coming in from the south entrance we went through the Grand Tetons and proceeded up through Yellowstone 

to the west entrance where we spent the night. The next day we drove across Yellowstone to the west 

entrance. If you have never been to Yellowstone it is worth the trip alone, all of the geysers and colorful 

bubbling pools are like you are on another planet. There is also a large canyon and waterfall which is right up 

there with the Grand Canyon plus where else do you get to share the road with buffalo. 

But back to the show, there are activities planned from Thursday evening to Sunday afternoon so there was 

plenty to do. Thursday evening they had a taco buffet that gives everyone a chance to meet and talk about 

Camaros. I met the originator of the show who owns a White Lighting Camaro. I had never hear of it before but 

it is a third generation convertible built by Darrell Waltrip. His is one of two in existence where the other one 

sold for a lot of money and got shipped to Dubai. The dinner was held indoors which is really important since 

that night we got introduced to South Dakota rain. In a couple hours it went from a nice day to a downpour 

with high winds. We were rained on almost every day with plenty of lighting to add to excitement. For the 

most part it held off until the afternoon or evening for the significant stuff so it didn't impact activities too 

much.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday the autocross was held with one car clearly more serious than the rest being about as close to a full 

out race car as you can be. He won his class but there were many other classes to compete in. As we did not 

sign up for the autocross we watched it for a while and then went off to see Mount Rushmore and the Crazy 

Horse Memorial, both are very impressive and well worth seeing. We took a scenic drive back and luckily 

stopped by a winery just before the rain and lighting hit. Left the winery after the rain slowed down but still 

got caught in the downpour.   
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Saturday was the car show where cars are parked up and down the main street of Sturgis. With over 250 

Camaros in attendance it made for a great show. And with the rains from Friday night there was also a good 

Camaro show at the car wash Saturday morning, 4 bays, three deep with Camaros. Most of the cars in the 

show were fifth generation but all generations were well represented. Something very different from shows 

around here as you leave burnouts are encouraged. A new COPO was in attendance which made a really good 

burnout. Talking to the owner of the COPO the way you get one is you enter your name in a drawing. If you are 

one of the 69 names selected you have 24 hours to tell Chevrolet if you want the car and what options you 

want. Pretty quick decision for an almost $100,000 investment. The owner did tell me that once he told the 

shipper what he had he got an offer to sell the car for $225,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday evening was the drag race on an eighth mile track. After three time runs it was into eliminations. 

Here the COPO was the star of the show running the eighth mile in 6.5 seconds. A door prize that three lucky 

people won was to ride in the COPO as it made a pass down the track. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAGQP0pHGR0&feature=youtu.be 

Sunday was the Camaro cruise to Mount Rushmore (at 95 miles an hour) and the awards banquet where door 

prizes and trophies were handed out over lunch. Dale Krehbiel was the big winner here taking home the hard 

luck trophy. Yes once again his car broke down and this time he had perfected his breakdown timing to make a 

big show and get the recognition he deserves. 

The way home was a more direct route but included taking in Devils Tower, the Little Bighorn and the Lewis 

and Clark Caverns. All in all it was a fun trip and show and would recommend doing it if you can. 
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Upcoming Club Activities: 

September 6th - Bremerton Car Club Challenge    

September 7th – Edmonds Car Show     

September 13th – NW GM Nationals     

September 30th - Bremerton Car Club Challenge    

September 23rd  - Camaro club Board meeting 

September 227th  - Camaro club meeting   

October 11 and 12 – Monroe Swap Meet     

10-21 - Camaro club Board meeting    

10-25 - Camaro club meeting- 5:00 pm    

10-31 – Halloween Party     

    

 

Car Club Challenge      

 
Contact Mike Cox for more information about the club involvement. Larry DeCamp and Don Berry are also very 

serious racers and any of these guys can offer advice on the proper way to thrash your Camaro.  

http://carclub-challenge.com/ 
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Dwayne Lane Chevrolet Car Show 
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Local Cruise Spots  

If you don’t see your local cruise spot listed please contact me with the information and we’ll add it to 

the list, vicepresident@pnwcc.com: 

 

Friday Nights - April-Sept.  Lynwood Taco Time 

Friday Nights - June-Sept   Lacey Speedway Brew Company 

Friday Nights – May-Sept  Covington WalMart 

Saturday Nights - June-Sept               Renton Fred Meyer 

Saturday Nights - May-Sept               Triple XXX - Issaquah 

Saturday Nights - April-Sept. -          Clearview McDonalds 

Saturday Nights    Everett Hefty Burger 

Saturday Nights     Lynnwood Fatburger 

Saturday Nights    Bonney Lake Sonic Drive In 

 *bonus ½ off entire order if you bring a classic car 

1st Tuesday - April-Sept   West Sound Bank, Bremerton 

Wednesday Nights - April-Sept Port Orchard A&W 

Friday Nights – May - Sept             Downtown Harley Davidson Renton 

Friday Nights – May - Sept             GasLamp Bar and Grill Issaquah 

Saturdays Year Round 4PM  Haggens Food, Arlington 

 
If you attend any car shows, cruises, or other noteworthy events including races, please send pictures to me 
and I will get them in the newsletter.  
     

 

Fun from the Internet 

 
A Lutheran minister was driving down the Interstate on 
his way to New York to see a Boadway show. 
He was stopped along the way in Connecticut for 
speeding.  
The state trooper walks up to the car and noticed the 
distinct smell of alcohol on the ministers breath. 
Suspisiously he looks around the car and then he sees 
an empty wine bottle on the floor The Trooper says, 
"Sir, have you been drinking tonight?" 
 
The minister just looks at him and dryly that he has 
only had water. 
 
The Trooper says, "Then why do I smell wine on your 
breath and what about that empty wine bottle?" 
 
Then the minister looks down at the bottle and says, 
"Good Lord, He's done it again!" 
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Camaro Club Birthdays 
 

John Davis 9/5 Lynne Simons 9/25 Robert Copeland 10/11 

Shawne Lidstrom 9/6 Terry Campbell 9/26 Devin Brown 10/15 

Glenn Wiest 9/8 David J. Baker 9/26 Michael Becker 10/15 

Jillian Berry 9/9 Jeanette Wallace 9/26 Laurence Parnell 10/16 

Gary Gregory 9/9 Brian Wescottt 9/27 Mark Hubanks 10/17 

Shawn Jagnow 9/12 JJ Pierce 10/2 Karen Schultz 10/18 

Terrie Kranjcevich 9/17 Sharon Lentz 10/3 Jacob Thompson 10/23 

Larry Rosenlund 9/17 Chris Oliver 10/7 Luke Bowers 10/25 

Kim Lorenz 9/18 Marilyn Fangman 10/8 Shade Masella 10/25 

Patrick Kranjcevich 9/21 Michelle Huber 10/8 Brenda Sutton 10/26 

Jim Franklin 9/24 Rob Macara 10/9 Mike Watts 10/27 

Belinda McDowell 9/25 Maddie Smith 10/10 Gloria Shofstall 10/28 

    George Montanaro 10/30 

      

      

  Camaro Club Anniversaries            

John & Shawne Lidstrom  9/26 

Mike Masella   9/27  

Keith & Tracy-Ann Mehus 10/5 

Jim & Laura Scharf  10/7 

Jon & Karen Nidermayer  10/10 

John & Brenda Sutton  10/16 

Eric Canzler   10/31 
 
 

 
Send your “for sale” or “wanted items” to me for the next newsletter. 
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2014 PNWCC Events and Activities 

 

6-6 - Pacific Car Club Challenge    Pacific Raceway - Kent 

6-14 - Pacific Car Club Challenge    Pacific Raceway - Kent 

6-17 - Camaro club Board meeting   TBD 

6-21 - Camaro club meeting- 5:00 pm   Round Table Pizza – Burien 

6-26 to 6-29 Sturgis Camaro Rally   Sturgis, SD 

6-27 - Pacific Car Club Challenge    Pacific Raceway - Kent 

TBD - Goody bag stuffing party    TBD 

7-6  - All Camaro and Chevy Show   XXX Drive In - Issaquah 

7-11 - Pacific Car Club Challenge    Pacific Raceway – Kent 

7-19 - Garage Plus Corvette-Camaro Show    Spanaway 

7-19 - Lillooet CN Meet     Lillooet CN 

7-22 - Camaro Club Board Meeting    TBD 

7-26 - Camaro club meeting- 5:00 pm    Round Table Pizza - Burien  

7-26 - After action show meeting (part of club mtg) Round Table Pizza - Burien 

7-31-8-3 - Vintiques car show     Yakima    

8-2,- 8-8 - Hot August Nights    Reno  

8-9 – Wally’s Camaro Show    Buckley 

8-10 – NW Muscle Car Meet    Issaquah X 

8-16 - Mt Rainier/Sunrise BBQ    Mt Rainier/Crystal –Copeland’s Cabin 

8-19 - Camaro club Board meeting   TBD 

8-22 - Pacific Car Club Challenge    Pacific Raceway - Kent 

8-23 - Camaro club meeting- 5:00 pm   Round Table Pizza – Burien 

8-24 - Bremerton Car Club Challenge   Bremerton Raceway 

8-30 – Issaquah XXX Saturday  Cruise 5:00 PM  Isaaquah XXX 

9-5, 9-7  Rod Run to the end of the World 

9-6 - Bremerton Car Club Challenge   Bremerton Raceway 

9-7 – Edmonds Car Show    Edmonds 

9-13 – NW GM Nationals    Pacific Raceways 

9-20 - Bremerton Car Club Challenge   Bremerton Raceway 

9-23 - Camaro club Board meeting   TBD 

9-27 - Camaro club meeting- 5:00 pm   Round Table Pizza – Burien 

10-11, 10,12 – Monroe Swap Meet    Monroe WA 

10-21 - Camaro club Board meeting   TBD 

10-25 - Camaro club meeting- 5:00 pm   Round Table Pizza – Burien 

10-31 – Halloween Party    Mike and Joann Cox 

11-18 - Camaro club Board meeting   TBD 

11-22 - Camaro club meeting- 5:00 pm   Round Table Pizza – Burien 

12-13 – Annual Christmas Party    Mike and Debbi Montgomery House 
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My Back Pages 
 

It doesn’t seem that long ago that Bruce and Mercer joined the PNWCC and now he is a veteran member with 

a very nice 67 Camaro. When Bruce and his wife Cheryl joined they had just pulled Bruce’s 67 out of storage 

and Bruce said he was preparing for a complete restoration.  When I asked for the members to send me 

pictures of their first car or one of their earliest cars Bruce sent me some images of the very same car from a 

long time ago. The car was a daily driver and was raced for many years before it went into storage. 

The photograph to the right is the oldest 

picture Bruce has. Looks like a Polaroid image! 

 

 

The picture on the left shows how the car looked 

when Bruce had it in storage. 

 

After the restoration was completed Bruce has 

shown the car several times and he even drove to 

Yakima this year for the big Vintiques show. 

Bruce is a brave adventuresome individual. 
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Send pics of your first car! 

Editor Correction: The article in the last newsletter was to state “I still KICK” instead of “I still LICK” 
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